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from what is a necessary act This at first sounds weak, but
is nevertheless diamatically most powerful and deeply sig-
nificant It provides a reason for the crowd's failure to stop-*
Hamlet, it is m exact tune with the part played by Hoi atio,
and it, together with the altar Iik6 platform and steps, lends
the deed a certain almost ritualistic suggestion which tones
with the formality of the last scene and Shakespearian
tragedy m general The position need not, of course, beheld
long Osnc moves G, then R Laertes lies dying down L, the
Queen lies at the foot of her thione against the dais L The
King totters down the steps as Hamlet puts the cup to his
mouth - again almost a ritualistic and ceremonious touch -
and then falls, lying up against the left end of the steps
Hamlet and Horatio struggle for the cup C, then Hamletj
supported by Horatio, ascends the thione All the dead or^
dying are now grouped in a diagonal line fiom C to down L,
vanation being preserved by their positions Laei tes flat,
the Queen against the low dais, the King up on to the cen-
tral steps, Hamlet sitting on the throne Observe that Ham-
let has three times walked down fiom up G to the: King's
throne once when attacking it during his soliloquy, once
while terrorizing the King during the play, and now This
is the advantage of a peimanent set ior lecuri ing big scenes
you can always play on such aoss-sections of meaning,
which can have a valuable, if only subconscious., effect
Hoiatio kneels by Hamlet LC Distant drums beat a steady*
march Hamlet enquires their meaning, and hcais it is
Fortmbras come victorious from Poland In prophesying
and blessing Fortmbias' accession Hamlet sits up, his eye
alight with fervour All his dying speeches aie taken hap-
pily, on the brink of 'felicity' He falls back dead Horatio
speaks The march conies up again, this time near, lapidly
nearing, very close, insistent, victorious 'Why does the drum
come hither?> Here the addition of some noises off, the
grounding of arms and military commands (6 Stand1* -
Tass the woid along'3 - 'Stand|S) helps to project Foitn>
bras like a winged anew on to the stage He should bev